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by the Prophet Muhammad himself. Their name indi-
cates those who follow the true tradition. The Shiahs
are usually regarded as sectaries, as their name implies.
They are considered as heretics by the Sunnis, who
formed the dominant party for many generations. In
this age, however, they contribute an influential minority.
Originally they followed Hasan and Hosen, the grandsons
of the Prophet by his daughter Patima and her husband
Ali. The grandsons took up arms against the Caliphs,
successors of the Prophet, and were slain in battle.
Their memory is revered as that of martyrs. The two
religious centres of the sect are Mashhad in the north-east
corner of Persia, and Kerbela on the border of Arabia
and Mesopotamia. In all the world there is no place
more heartily venerated by millions of people than
Kerbela. In the main the Shiah country is Persia;
but Bokhara, Constantinople, Bagdad, Cairo, Delhi,
Kabul, are Sunni. The Mogul emperors of India were
Sunni, though, as will be seen hereafter, there are many
Shiah sectaries in India. The Sunnis and the Shiahs in
India have their respective watch-cries. The Sunnis say
" Dam-i-chahar yar"; or " Hail to the four disciples of
the Prophet" (that is, the Caliphs). The Shiahs say
" Dam-i-panj-tan "; or, " Hail to the five relations of the
Prophet"; meaning that the descendants have a prior
claim over those who were the disciples only. The
Sunnis mean that the disciples were nominated as lawful
succe>ssors, and that allegiance is therefore due to them.

In Asiatic Turkey the Muhammadan attitude is
apparently becoming more and more tolerant.

Outside Asiatic Turkey, however, the Muhammadan
faith maintains its hold upon the hearts and minds of the
influential classes among its adherents. It has priestly
classes bearing the names of Mufti, Molavi, Mullah.
They are hearty and sincere zealots. Their religious